Oral ibandronic acid.
Roche Holdings AG is developing an oral formulation of the bisphosphonate derivative ibandronic acid as a potential treatment for metastatic bone disease in breast cancer patients; it was filed for this indication in October 2002. Roche and its Japanese subsidiary Chugai Pharmaceutical Co Ltd, in collaboration with GlaxoSmithKline plc, have also developed the formulation for the treatment of osteoporosis.